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MEMORANDUM FOR DR, FLAX 


VIA: GENERAL BERG AND MR, REBER 


UBJECT: Recommendation #7 of the NSAM 156 Ad Hoc Committee's 
Report of July 11, 1966 

TAB A is the response of Mr, Helms to your letter of 
February 23 by which you forwarded a special study report 
related to Recommendation #7 of the NSAM 156 Ad Hoc Committee 


Report of July 11, 1966. 


You will recall that Recommendation #7 stated that ''The 
Director of Central Intelligence in consultation with the 
Director of the National Reconnaissance Office should review 
and establish appropriate security restrictions on cameras 

eee other sensing apparatus ang Save emege which — can be made 


satellite earth sensing. " Attached as TAB B is your pebGery 
23 letter to Mr. Helms, thé special study report and other 
related correspondence, 


While stating his support of the findings of the special 
Study support, Mr. Helms has withheld his official endorsement 
pending consideration by EXCOM of NASA's proposed use of a 
GAMBIT camera in earth orbit. Mr. Helms refers to your 
February 17 letter to Admiral Taylor (TAB C) wherein you 
advised that you planned to report to EXCOM concerning this 


latter problem. 
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HANDLE VIA BYEMAN CONTROL 
STEM ONLY 


April 5, 1967 


The Honorable Alexander Flax 
Director, National Reconnaissance Office 


Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Al: 

i have your letter of February 23 which forwards 
tne final report of your group in connection with 
Recommendation #7 of the NSAM’156 Ad Hoc Committee | 


hs 
ad recommendations of the report, I have delayed 


a reply because of the serious study we have been 
giving to NASA's proposed use of a GAMBIT camera in 
earth orbit. I note in your letter of February 17 
to Admiral Taylor that you plan to report to the 
NEP Executive Committee on this problem. iI believe 
this wouid be the appropriate forum in which to 
resolve the question of the use of a GAMBIT camera 
by NASA and intend, therefore, to await the outcome 
of the Ex Com conSideration of this matter before 


officially endorsing the report. 
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11 August 1966 


pine is in response to.your letter of August 4 regarding Recom- 
tion No. 7 of the NSAM 156 Ad Hoc Committee's final report, 
eae ne 1966, my staff prepared a study, 'Technical Security 
erations of the Disclosure of National Reconnaissance Program 
sor Technology, ' which might well serve as a useful starting 
the indicated analysis. I would suggest a small group of 
representing the CIA, NSA, DIA and NRO, be assernbled to 
preparing my recommendations to you. Mr. Louis Mazza 
my choice for chairman of this group. if you_concur inthis . 
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